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Happy New Year & Thank You for your ongoing commitment to CPAN!

While the new year is always filled with energy and enthusiasm, it is also important to reflect on the 

impact of our advocacy accomplishments in 2022. 

Through our collective efforts, CPAN provided advocacy, education, and engagement opportunities

in many ways. This presentation highlights our advocacy work in these specific areas:

• Hosting members of congress in our local cancer centers

• Advocating on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. and at the state level

• Providing virtual events with nationally recognized policy and advocacy leaders

• Showcasing CPAN in various media outlets from publications to websites and social media. 

Thank you to our cancer survivors and advocates, chapter advocacy leaders, advisory board, and 

our medical co-chairs. Together we are achieving CPAN’s mission – to educate patients about the 

value and importance of preserving community oncology. 

Rose Gerber

Director of Patient Advocacy and Education

Community Oncology Alliance (COA)
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CPAN Chapters hosting live advocacy events in 

their community oncology cancer centers and 

at the national level
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Senator John Mannion (D-NY-50) Participates in Hematology Oncology 

Associates of Central New York CPAN’s Sit in My Chair advocacy event
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Congressman Gus Bilirakis (R-FL-12) Participates in Florida Cancer 

Specialists CPAN’s Sit in My Chair advocacy event
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Congressman Andrew Garbarino (R-NY-2) Participates in New York Cancer 

& Blood Specialists CPAN’s Sit in My Chair advocacy event
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Ajeet Gajra, MD, MBBS, FACP, Chief Science Officer with Hematology Oncology 
Associates of Central NY - CPAN Chapter National Clinical Trials Event – May 2022

7



Community Oncology Alliance  ©  www.CommunityOncology.org     | 

CPAN Chapters Hosting Practice Based Live Events
New York Cancer & Blood Specialists: Prior Authorization Educational 
Event – December 2022

CPAN providing value to patients, providers, and survivors.
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CPAN Advocacy Leadership Workshop

Community Oncology Conference – March 2022
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Our CPAN chapter leadership advocating 

at the state level 
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Fort Wayne Medical Oncology Hematology speaking at the Indiana State 

House - October 2022

Former CPAN Medical Co-chair, Lakshmi Aggarwal, MD and Lisa Poiry, RN, OCN, CPAN 

Chapter Advocacy Leader, speaking to the Interim Study Committee on Public Health, 

Behavioral Health and Human Services

Lakshmi Aggarwal, MD

Medical Oncologist

Former CPAN Medical Co-chair

Lisa Poiry, RN, OCN

Director of Quality Services

CPAN Chapter Advocacy Leaders
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Advocacy at the National Level

Washington, D.C. – September 2022
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Miriam Atkins, MD, FACP 

CPAN Medical Co-Chair

Augusta Oncology

David Eagle, MD

Chair of Legislative Affairs and Patient Advocacy

New York Cancer & Blood Specialists

Nick Ferreyros

Managing Director of Policy, Advocacy & Communications

Community Oncology Alliance

Rose Gerber. MS

Director of Patient Advocacy & Education

Community Oncology Alliance

Ted Okon

Executive Director

Community Oncology Alliance

http://www.communityoncology.org/


Community Oncology Alliance  ©  www.CommunityOncology.org     | 

CPAN Providing Education through Virtual 

Advocacy Events
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CPAN Virtual Advocacy Summit – September 2022

500 participants - 14 speakers - 6 sessions
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CPAN Advocacy Chats: 
Educational Conversations on Cancer Advocacy and Policy

Ted Okon

Executive Director

Community Oncology 
Alliance

Carla Tardif

Chief Executive Officer

Family Reach

Bo Gamble

Executive Director

Community Oncology 
Alliance

Alan Balch, PhD

Chief Executive Officer

National Patient Advocate 

Foundation

Judith Pearson

Author

A 2nd Act

Dinesh Kapur, MD

Medical Oncologist

Eastern CT Hematology 

Oncology Associates

Jill Pollander

Vice President, Patient 

Services

National Organization for 

Rare Disorders

Lauren Chatalian, MSW, 

LCSW

Director of Advocacy

CancerCare

Alaina Newell, PT, DPT

Director of Education

ReVital Cancer 

Rehabilitation

Monica Fawzy Bryant, Esq.

Chief Operating Officer

Triage Cancer

Nick Ferreyros

Managing Director

Community Oncology 
Alliance

Rose Gerber, MS

Director, Patient Advocacy 
& Education

Community Oncology 
Alliance
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The Crystal Ball for Cancer Policy in 

2022, Ted Okon, Executive Director, 

Community Oncology Alliance

The Financial 

Crisis of Cancer, 

Carla Tardif, CEO, 

Family Reach

What is Quality Cancer Care, 

Bo Gamble, Director of Value, 

Community Oncology Alliance

Addressing  Equities in 

the Healthcare System, 

Alan Balch, CEO, National 

Patient Advocate 

Foundation
Clinical Trials - Patient Conversations 

with Community Oncologists, Dinesh 

Kapur, MD, Eastern CT Hematology 

Oncology
From Shadows to Life: 

A Biography of the 

Cancer Survivorship 

Movement, Judy L. 

Pearson, Author National Organization for 

Rare Disorders, Jill Polander, 

RN, MSN, Vice President of 

Patient Services, National 

Organization  for Rare 

Diseases (NORD)

The Psychosocial 

Impacts of Cancer, 

Lauren Chatalian, LCSW, 

Director of Advocacy, 

CancerCare

How 340B in Big Health Systems is 

Hurting Patients, Ted Okon & Nick 

Ferreyros, Community Oncology 

Alliance

How Cancer Rehabilitation Benefits 

Patients, Alaina Newell, Director of 

Education, ReVital Cancer Rehabilitation

What’s Legal About Cancer? 

Insurance. Employment. 

Finances., Monica Bryant, 

Esq Chief Operations 

Officer, Triage Cancer
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CPAN Chapters Hosting Practice Based Virtual Events

Florida Cancer Specialists: Introduction to CPAN – January 2022
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14 total participants

• CPAN Chapter Advocacy Leaders

• Nurses

• Physician Liaisons

• Marketing Staff

Focus: Ideas and ways to stay engaged

Beth Wittmer, RN, MSN, OCN

CPAN Chapter Advocacy Leader

Thank you for your CPAN 

leadership. We wish you well on 

your retirement! 

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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American Oncology Network (AON) Physician Liaisons Meeting

Updates & Introduction to COA’s Patient Advocacy Network - April 2022
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• 8 Physician Liaisons

• 7 Practices

o Cancer & Blood Specialists of Arizona

o Hematology Oncology Clinic, Louisiana

o Hematology Oncology of Indiana

o Low Country Cancer Care, Georgia

o Pinal Cancer & Surgery Center, Arizona

o The Center for Cancer & Blood Disorders, Maryland

o Zangmeister Cancer Center, Ohio

• 6 States

• Presentation by Rose Gerber

Thank you Shelly Glenn, Chief 
Growth & Relationship Officer, for 

your ongoing CPAN support.

http://www.communityoncology.org/
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Fort Wayne Medical Oncology Hematology Clinical trials event – June 2022
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New - Disease specific CPAN Advocacy Group

New York Cancer & Blood Specialists CPAN Prostate Cancer Advocacy Group

Advocacy Leadership

• David Eagle, MD, Chair of Legislative Affairs 

and Patient Advocacy

• Brittany Kaliscik, Director of Patient Experience, 

CPAN Chapter Advocacy Leader

• Rose Gerber, COA Director of Patient Advocacy 

& Education

6/2/2022 Kickoff Event

7/14/2022 Virtual meeting
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CPAN Chapters Participating in Community Events

Eastern Connecticut Hematology Oncology 

CPAN Chapter ECHO educational booth at ECHO 
foundation community fundraiser – May 2022

CPAN Chapter ECHO educational booth 
at ECHO foundation 1st golf tournament 
September 2022
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COA practices highlighting CPAN in multiple 

media outlets 

These actions reach patients, survivors and 

our future advocates!
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CPAN special feature: 

Florida Cancer Specialists – The Magazine, Spring 2022

“No voices are better equipped to make an impact
than our dedicated CPAN advocates. They are the
patients, survivors, caregivers and clinicians who 

have experienced cancer firsthand.”

FCS is one of the nations largest community oncology cancer centers.
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CPAN special feature: 

New York Cancer & Blood Specialists – July 2022
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CPAN in the Local Media

April 2022 - Dr. Ajeet Gajra with Hematology 

Oncology Associates of Central NY talks about 

the benefits of research and clinical trials.

Eastern CT Hematology Oncology was featured on the October 
1st podcast of CT East. As the cost of cancer care goes up and large 
hospitals swallow up independent physician practices, ECHO continues to 
serve the community by providing the highest quality care in a cost-
effective and personalized manner. In the podcast, hear from 
President Dr. Dinesh Kapur, Administrators Anne Slam and Christie 
Beausoleil, and nurse and advocacy leader Cynthia Przekop.
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CURE - CPAN Microsite
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Dayton Physicians Network

Social media and website postings

27

http://www.communityoncology.org/


Community Oncology Alliance  ©  www.CommunityOncology.org.  |Community Oncology Alliance  ©  www.CommunityOncology.org     | 

Eastern CT Hematology Oncology Associates

Social media and website postings
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Florida Cancer Specialists 

Social media postings
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Fort Wayne Medical Oncology Hematology
Social media postings
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Hematology Oncology Associates of Central NY 

Social media and website postings
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New York Cancer & Blood Specialists

Social media postings

32

http://www.communityoncology.org/


Community Oncology Alliance  ©  www.CommunityOncology.org.  |Community Oncology Alliance  ©  www.CommunityOncology.org     | 

Northwest Medical Specialties Website: Showcasing our CPAN Chapter 

Advocacy from the Washington State Capitol to Our Nation’s Capitol
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CPAN Participated in and/or supported Multiple Advocacy 
Events/Initiatives both Internally and Externally…A sampling

2022 COA Payer Exchange SummitGenmab Advocacy Event, CPAN Chapter 
Advocacy Leader, New York Cancer and Blood 

Specialists representing CPAN – with Mark 
Peters, Sr. Director of Patient Advocacy, 

Genmab

Advocates at the annual American 
Society of Clinical Oncology 

Conference.
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CPAN Participated in and/or supported Multiple Advocacy 

Events/Initiatives both Internally and Externally…A sampling
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CPAN National Leadership Team 

Thank you, Miriam Atkins, MD, FACP, 

Augusta Oncology for serving as CPAN 

Medical Co-Chair from 2016-2022. 

Best wishes in your new role as COA 

President! 

Thank you, Harsha Vyas, MD, FACP, 

Cancer Center of Middle GA, for serving 

as CPAN Medical Co-Chair in 2022!

Welcome incoming 2023 CPAN Medical 

Co-Chair, Emily Touloukian, DO, with 

Coastal Cancer Center, SC

Rose Gerber

Director of Patient Advocacy 

& Education
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CPAN Advisory Board
16 Members – 13 Practices – 12 States

Betty Apt
Survivor, GA

Susanne Johnson-
Berns, BSA

Northwest Georgia 
Oncology Center

April Brake
Tennessee Oncology

Victoria Foley
New England Cancer 

Specialists

Abra Kelson, LICSW
Northwest Medical 

Specialties

Chelsea Klock, RN, OCN
Hematology Oncology 
Associates of Central 

NY

Randy Mansfield
Survivor, UT

Lance Ortega, MBA, 
BSN, RN, OCN

Texas Oncology

Lisa Poiry, RN, OCN
Fort Wayne Medical 

Oncology 
Hematology

Cynthia Przekop, RN, BSN
Eastern CT Hematology 

Oncology

Jihane Saade, RN
Regional Cancer 
Care Associates

Jennifer Sassano, 
MSN, MHA, MSP-

BH, RN, NE-BC
Texas Oncology

Susan Sabo-Wagner, 
RN, MSN, OCN

Oncology 
Consultants

Jeff Sergent
Dayton Physicians 

Network

Beth Wittmer, RN, 
MSN, OCN

Florida Cancer 
Specialists

Tami Ramey
Survivor, TX
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CPAN Chapter Advocacy Leaders

• Augusta Oncology (GA): Sherry Hutto, RN, Nurse 
Navigator, Carla Rollins, RN, OCN, Nurse Navigator

• Cancer & Blood Specialists of Arizona (AZ)

• Cancer Center of Middle Georgia (GA)

• Carolina Blood and Cancer Care (SC)

• Dayton Physicians Network (OH): Jeff Sergent, Director 
of Marketing and Business Development and Tara Bartley, 
Program Coordinator

• Eastern Connecticut Hematology Oncology 
Associates/ECHO (CT): Cyndi Przekop, RN, BSN, Clinical 
Nurse Manager

• Florida Cancer Specialists and Research Institute (FL): 
Jennifer Bradley, Director Corporate Communications, 
Christina Caruso, RN, OCN, Clinical Research Coordinator, 
Michelle Robey, Vice President of Marketing, Kathleen 
(Kat) Wade, Director of Marketing

• Fort Wayne Medical Hematology Oncology (IN):  Lisa 
Poiry, RN, OCN, Director of Quality Services

• Genesis Cancer Center (AR): Jennifer Hare, RN, Charge 
Nurse & Dana Threadgill, Office Manager

• Hematology Oncology Centers of Central NY/HOACNY 
(NY): Chelsea Klock, RN, OCN & Ashley Orlowske, RN 

• Highlands Oncology (AR): Tracy Thurow, RN, ONC, Director 
of Clinical Services and Rachel Parker, LPN, Assistant 
Director of Clinical Services

• New England Cancer Specialists (ME): Victoria Foley, 
Director of Marketing, CPAN Advisory Board Member

• New Mexico Cancer Center (NM)

• New York Cancer Specialists (NY): Brittany Kaliscik, Director 
of Patient Experience

• Northwest Georgia Oncology Centers (GA): Susanne 
Johnson Berns, BSA, GGCP, Accounting/Purchasing Manager

• Northwest Medical Specialties (WA): Abra Kelson, LICSW, 
Supportive Services Supervisor/ Program Director CSC-NWMS 
and Sansara Owens, MSW, LMSW, LSWA-IC, Social Worker

• Oklahoma Cancer Specialists, (OK): Diane Reed, RN, 
Manager of Gynecologic Services

• PA Cancer Specialists & Research Institute formerly 
Gettysburg Cancer Center (PA)

• Regional Cancer Care Associates (NJ): Jihane Saade, RN, 
BSN, MSN and Jennifer White, RN, MSN, CEN, Director of 
Infusion Services

• Tennessee Oncology (TN): April Brake, Patient AR Manager, 
Financial Counseling Manager

• Texas Oncology (TX): Lance Ortega, MBA, BSN, RN, OCN,
Director, Nursing Services and Jennifer Sassano, MSN/MHA, 
MSP-BH, RN NE-BC, Manager, Nursing Float Pool

• The Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders (TX)

• Utah: Randy Mansfield
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It is my honor to represent COA/CPAN and cancer survivors in a variety of 

national advocacy leadership roles – Rose Gerber

• Advanced Topic for Oncology Pharmacy Professionals (ATOPP) Summit Oral Oncolytics Coalition Workshop - Speaker

• ASCO/COA OMH Task Force: Patient Centered Cancer Care Certification Pilot Program – Nominated Patient Representative 

and Speaker

• ASCO ONS Chemotherapy Administration Panel – Nominated Patient Representative

• Association for Value-Based Cancer Care (AVBCC) Summit – Advocacy and Emerging Roles in Cancer Care - Moderator

• National Consortium Breast Centers (NCBC) Survivors Leadership committee - Founding Member and Keynote Speaker

• National Patient Advocate Foundation (NPAF) Project Innovation Advisory Group – Invited member/Key Opinion Leader

• Pfizer Patient Centricity Initiative - Clinical Trials Workstream Group – Invited member/Key Opinion Leader 

• Pfizer Oncology Patient Centricity Ecosystem – Invited member/Key Opinion Leader 

• COA Health Equity Committee - Member
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Rose Gerber

Director of Patient Advocacy & Education

Cancer Survivor

Community Oncology Alliance

roseg@coacancer.org

Together we provide encouragement and education to cancer patients and 

cancer survivors across the U.S!

Thank you for all the advocacy work YOU do!
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